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At the moment our biggest problem is to get suitable research workers for all the 
problems on which research is needed. We can therefore only concentrate on those 
most important. For this reason a priority rating of problems is carried out every year by 
the Research Committee. According to this rating, the top priority problems are as 
follows: 
1. Anything that relates to fruit quality, eg post-harvest diseases, pulp spot, lead 

discolouration, cold damage, etc. 
2. Maintaining the cold chain and shortening the time between picking and marketing. 

This also includes pallet design, box design, ventilation and studies on controlled 
atmosphere (CA). 

3. Root rot control — from the nursery to the orchard which includes rootstock 
evaluation, orchard practices, chemical control, etc. 

4. Improvement of vegetative material. This includes selection for higher productivity 
and disease free material. (This item had a much lower rating in the past.) 

These are the top priorities, but we can not handle them all. A lot of information is 
already available, but years of hard work lie ahead. 
We find it especially difficult to get proper research going in all the aspects mentioned 
under item 2, because it involves specialist work in the field of engineering and biology. 
The only way to get the work done is by careful co-ordination and teamwork. 
The following projects are undertaken for 1982: (Research undertaken by Dept of Agrie 
and Fisheries is not listed) 
 



 



 



 


