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A REPORT OF THE COCCIDS INFESTING 

AVOCADOS IN CALIFORNIA 

With Special Reference to Chrysomphalus Dictyospermi (Morgan) 
By D. B. MACKIE, Senior Entomologist, California State Department o/ Agriculture 

N THE FOLLOWING report are presented results of a survey of the 
commercial acreage devoted to avocado culture to determine the relative 
numerical abundance of this and other Coccids attacking avocados in 
San Diego, Orange, Los Angeles, Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Bernardino 
and Riverside counties, an area comprising practically all commercial 
avocado plantings in the State. It also deals generally with: 

1. The questions leading up to the survey 
2. Activities of the Department of Agriculture and other agencies 

in this field prior to the inauguration of this project 
3. Organization and findings of the survey 
4. A host index of C. dictyospermi based on the world record of 

plants on which they are found 
5. The Latania scale and its economy 
6. A discussion of the status of other species of particular economic 

significance with pertinent data on their hosts and distribution 
7. Questions involved in control 
8. Summary 
9. Conclusion 

QUESTIONS   LEADING   UP   TO   THE   SURVEY 
In 1924, Florida grown avocados infested with Dictyospermum 

scale were found on sale in the markets of Santa Barbara by the 
agricultural commissioner. This incident received considerable publicity in 
the avocado industry which at that time had just begun to expand its 
acreage. As a result there was engendered in the minds of many avocado and 
citrus growers, an -idea that this scale was a menace to both industries, 
particularly the former, and should be made an object of regulatory 
action by the State. 

That this feeling was not merely a transitory fear is evidenced by 
subsequent action taken by different grower organizations and committees. 

The question of the status of the scale again flared up and received added 
impetus the latter part of 1926 when a large shipment of Florida grown 
Coccus plumosa palms landed in Los Angeles. This species was known to be a 
host of the scale, though it must be admitted none were found. Sentiment, 
which heretofore had been local, became general and spread to parts of 
the citrus industry, finding expression at meetings of growers and 
committees. An idea as to how this scale was viewed by growers can 
perhaps better be understood by quoting from the minutes of a meeting of 
the pest control committee of the Fruit Growers Exchange, December, 
1927, reported by E. S. Woglum, from whose report the following excerpts 
are taken: 

During the discussion it was shown that the Dictyospermum 
scale, otherwise known as the red scale of the Mediterranean, is the 
primary citrus pest of the Mediterranean countries, where its 
destructiveness to citrus is comparable with that of the California 
red scale. It infests the fruit, leaves and wood and in bad 
infestations has killed the trees outright. The conditions under 
which it exists in the Mediterranean are practically identical with 
California conditions. In Florida it is reported as the worst pest of 
avocado and its establishment in California might prove a serious 
drawback to profitable production. The form that occurs on palm 
and avocado has been pronounced by the University of California as 
identical with that on citrus in the Mediterranean. 

The opinion was expressed that to obtain full protection it 
would pay the citrus industry to buy up these Florida palms and 
destroy them, provided future importations could be stopped. As it is, 
the palms are likely to be sold individually or in small lots and 
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distributed all over the State. 
The consensus of opinion of citrus growers was that the 

Dictyospermum scale constituted a threat to the citrus industry 
through possible importation from Florida, and since inspection is 
inadequate it was believed host plants should be kept out by 
restrictive measures. 

Motion was made by Mr. Myers, seconded by Griffith, that the 
California Fruit Growers Exchange provide sufficient funds for the 
expenses of an entomologist to investigate the Dictyospermum scale 
situation in Florida, and that the Director of Agriculture be asked to 
send a competent entomologist to Florida at once. Furthermore, that 
the Avocado Growers Exchange be asked to cooperate in the matter. 

It requires no great stretch of the imagination to get a proper idea 
of the growers' viewpoint as expressed above. "Whether such attitude 
is justified by circumstances is not to the point. The fact is the idea 
that this scale constituted a standing menace was firmly implanted in 
the minds of representative growers and officials in both industries and 
neither individual nor collective sentiment was going to be changed 
until something was done to convince them otherwise. 

Other meetings were held, but the problem of the Medfly, which was 
found in Florida in 1929, completely overshadowed the issue, and it was 
not revived again until 1930, when the aforementioned action was taken. 

ACTION   TAKEN   PRIOR   TO   THE   SURVEY 
In 1924, immediately after the finding of this scale in Santa Barbara, 

the State Department of Agriculture, through its nursery service, undertook 
investigation, seeking advice from both State and Federal authorities in 
regard to its status and the hazards to be anticipated relative to its 
introduction on various commodities, particularly avocados from 
Florida. It was found that the insect was now present on five species of 
plants in Los Angeles County, the San Francisco bay  region and parts of 
Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys, and that it was not known to exist 
except in greenhouses or under lath. At that time, through the nursery 
service, a survey and cleanup campaign was started which is still in 
operation. 



 
 

 
As a result of the resolution proposed in the aforementioned meeting, 

George Wilson, entomologist of the Department, visited Florida, 
spending a month investigating the various nurseries which shipped 



palms into California, as well as avocado groves in many sections of 
peninsular Florida. In all of hiss investigations lie was accompanied 
by the State Nursery Inspector of Florida and a representative of the 
Plant Board, who made every effort to develop information which would 
be of interest to him. A report of his findings has been made public 
and is of considerable interest. In it he stated that while this scale is 
found on the Coccus plumosa, where present in numbers it is easy to 
locate; only under conditions of heavy infestations is it found under the 
base of the petiole, where due to its great numbers,  it  is readily 
distinguishable. It was also noted upon avocados near Lake 
Okeechobee, though under conditions which could hardly be called 
representative, as the orchards had been defoliated by the October 
hurricane and neglected since that time. He also was able to demonstrate 
that it could be readily controlled by a 2 per cent:oil spray and was 
amenable to treatment by either atmospheric or vacuum fumigation. In this 
connection the fact should not be lost sight of that in Florida plantings of 
avocados are 90 per cent or more of the West Indian variety, thin skinned 
and smooth. 

In 1928, the inspection of this species was carried out by both the county 
agricultural commissioners and the State. Investigations conducted by 
Commissioners Ryan and Brock also brought out the fact that the scale 
occurred outside in residential properties in both Los Angeles and Orange 
counties and also on other species beside the Kentias and avocados. During 
this year and in the year following, 57 nurseries and florists' 
establishments in which it was found were made the subject of eradication 
operations, which by the end of 1929, had been successful in 46 of these. 
The results accomplished were brought about by the drastic procedure of 
burning or by destruction or vacuum fumigation of infested material. The 
majority of the plants destroyed were palms of the genus Kentia. Next in 
order of abundance were Pandanus, Ficus (India rubber and Morton Bay 
fig), Canary Island date and Dracena, respectively. Through continued 
inspections new infestations have since been added. 

Work by members of the staff of Agricultural Commissioner Ryan of 
Los Angeles County developed Dictyospermum scale on Canary Island 
date (old trees) in 26 different widely separated properties in the 
metropolitan district of Los Angeles. They also found it in residential 
properties on camphor, rubber and .avocados. The same inspectors 
found it on 16 properties in Whittier, also in Beverly Hills and at 
Montebello. 

Commissioner Brock's investigations revealed its presence on seven 
hosts including avocado in the vicinity of Santa Ana in Orange County. 
These investigations point conclusively toward its existence out of doors for a 
number of years. 

The above is in brief a summary of activities of the department and 
other regulatory officials in connection with this species in the State. In 
order to round out our knowledge of its possible status, it may be well to 
look into its past history. 

ORGANIZATION   OF   THE   SURVEY 
Immediately following the appropriation, the writer was charged with 

the responsibility of organizing and carrying out a survey to develop 
data on the economic significance of this and other species of insect life, 
particularly Coccids, attacking avocados. Cyril Gammon, Assistant 
Entomologist of the department, was placed in charge of the field forces 
and field operations. To secure data that would be most representative and 
enable an accurate interpretation of the status and economy of each species, 
a system of range finding was initiated, also a rigid system of uniformity as 
to methods of taking, preparation and identification of specimens. 

To obtain a sectional view of the nonbearing industry, scouting was first 
inaugurated in the recently planted and nonbearing areas of San Diego 
County, the object being to ascertain the relative abundance on the 
younger, nonbearing trees compared to the older trees. As a result of this 
preliminary scouting it was early evident that younger trees had either been 
planted from cleaner stock or infestation was relatively slow in developing, 
as the scale was either absent or most difficult to find. For this reason, the 
survey was confined to bearing trees in commercial stands, as they offered 



the added advantage of furnishing data on infestation of fruit, branch and 
foliage; likewise opportunity had been afforded the scale to become 
established and attain equilibrium. 

All identifications were made by the department's taxonomist, H. 
H. Keifer, except in special cases where specimens were forwarded to 
specialists for final decision. In the collecting of specimens, every 
inspector, to the best of his ability segregated the species taken in each 
orchard, placing each collection in preserving fluid and sending same to 
Sacramento. The identification procedure consisted of developing series of 
authenticated specimens of each species on slides, the identifications being 
made by Harold Morrison of the U. S. Bureau of Entomology. As the 
specimens were received at the Sacramento laboratory they were examined 
under the microscope and a representative series selected for - critical 
study. This, after boiling and staining, was placed upon a single slide 
and the material determined by microscopic inspection and compared with 
authenticated specimens. During the course of the survey, 1155 lot 
determinations were made. Of these, 800 had to be mounted on slides, 
each slide averaging six specimens. A larger number was prepared in 
order to reduce the factor of error to the minimum. In order that it may be 
subject to recheck in the event of seeming necessity, all material has been 
placed on file and is immediately available. 

In order to convey an idea of the comparative degree of infestation 
present, the terms, light, moderate or moderately heavy and heavy are used 
to report scale insects of major importance and are defined as follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Type A)    LIGHT—Infestation consisting of few scattered scales. 

Infestation localized to less than 5 per cent over tree. 
Limited to patches of scale in areas susceptible to 
infestation. 

(Type B) MODERATE—Infestation generally distributed over tree, less than 
five scales per square inch over area susceptible to 
infestation. 

Infestation localized on less than 25 per cent of tree, but with 
20 or more scales per square inch over area susceptible 
to infestation. 

(Type 0) HEAVY—Infestation generally distributed over tree; 5 or more 
scales per square inch over area susceptible to 
infestation. 

Infestation localized on 25 per cent or a greater fraction 
of tree, but with 20 or more scales per square inch 
over area susceptible to infestation. 



 



 



 
 



It will readily be seen from a study of the foregoing that— (1) C. 
dictyospermi is not the most abundant of the different Coccids found on 
avocados. Neither is it most widely distributed. 

Though in the general summary it ranks third with 9 per cent 
infestation of trees examined carrying scale, this position is conceded only 
by inclusion of the heavily infested Whittier residential area. Its position in 
numerical abundance, figured against the commercial acreage only, shows it 
to be present on 99 trees out of 27,868, or slightly over 8/10 of 1 per cent, a 
consideration which would reduce it to the same status as the black and 
hemispherical form of scale. 

(2) This  scale  is restricted to two  counties,  Los  Angeles  and 
Orange, with about 90 per cent of the infestation in the city of Whit- 
tier  and the metropolitan  district  of  Los  Angeles,  with  infestation 
heaviest in the residential properties of Whittier. 

(3) That each county has its predominant species, which in only 
two counties is the same. 

The outstanding feature of the survey is the predominance of the 
Latania scale over all others in the area between the mountains and the 
sea from Beverly Hills to the Mexican border. This scale is present in 
varying ratio, exceeding its nearest competitor among other scales taken in 
the ratio 6.5 to 1. Such a condition is, to say the least, surprising, as the 



species is without an economic record in the State, or for that matter in the 
country. Just why it has been overlooked is perhaps due to its close 
relationship and general resemblance to the other con- ' generic species, 
Aspidiotus hederae, and A. camilliae, the greedy scale. Both of these scales 
have been recognized as pests, though largely as affecting ornamentals. In 
view of its possible status in the economy of the avocado industry, it is 
desirable to give it more than casual reference. 

Lack of available fruit due to seasonal conditions made it impossible 
to develop comparative data as to preference of C. dictyospermi for fruit of 
the different types, Mexican or Guatemalan. However, if branch and 
leaf furnish any index, the following data obtained in the heaviest infested 
section of the State, the residential section of Whittier, comprising 
approximately 80 blocks, may be considered representative. 

Notes were made to determine the comparative susceptibility of 
avocados of Guatemalan type, Mexican type and the hybrid Fuerte 
variety to Dictyospermum scale. 

 

 
For purposes of comparison, the Mexican varieties seem to be more 

favored. However, comparisons in this regard should not be drawn too 
hastily, as the position of the infested tree in residential properties is 
often such that ideal conditions for scale propagation may be of 
extremely local nature, and the environment of trees, even across the 
street, may be so entirely different, as vitally to affect the wellbeing of any 
insect such as members of the Coccidae that during their life attach 
themselves to their host and are not again free moving. 

Due to lack of seasonal consideration, plus the limited distribution of 
the scale, no comparison of susceptibility to infestation of the 
different varieties was available.    It was taken on both the Mexican and 
Guatemalan varieties. 

The most that may be said at present in this connection is that it is 
believed that the possibility of fruit infestation is predicated largely on 
numerical abundance of the scale on other parts of the tree, and the 
seasonal ripening may possibly enter the equation in each particular 
variety. 

BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCH 
This scale was first described by Morgan from specimens taken on the 

palm, Dictyosperma alba, at Demerara (British Guiana) in 1889. It is of 
interest to record that the host, a popular ornamental palm, is of oriental 
origin, being native of southeastern Asia. It is of further interest that 
Bodkin, a successor of Morgan in British Guiana, reports inability to find 
the scale in that colony. Though originally described from Demerara, the 
fact that the subsequent investigators were unable even to find it there casts 
reasonable doubt as to its place of origin. The home of its host genus is 
southeastern Asia where the genus Chrysomphalus is also well represented 
by endemic species. The species has been reported by investigators from a 
wide range of hosts in this area leading to a natural presumption of 
oriental origin. 

Until late years considerable confusion has existed as to the true 
identity of the material identified as C. dictyospermi and various so-called 
varieties. 

In 1923 B. E. Green, the eminent British entomologist, established 
distinguishing characters which enabled the separation of C. dictyospermi 
(Morgan) from C. pinnulifera (Mask) with which it had until this time 
been confused and fixed the specific status of the latter species. 



In 1927 J. C. Chamberlain of the Citrus Experiment Station at 
Riverside established the identity of the California scale as the true C. 
dictyospermi. 

During the survey no attempt has been made to find new hosts, nor to 
develop a complete host list for California. It is a fact, however, that 
several have been added to the list both by agricultural commissioners and 
by the inspectors employed in the survey. Such species as have been added 
were secured during the house to house canvass of the residential area of 
Whittier and the metropolitan districts of Los Angeles. 

Dictyosperma alba is a popular ornamental palm which is even now 
world-wide in distribution because of its popularity as an ornamental. 
There is perhaps no better means of distributing a scale insect than a 
popular ornamental and many of our new introductions are traceable to 
this group. 

Its economic significance is perhaps greatest in parts of the 
Mediterranean basin. .In Spain it is called the "Poll Roig," and is the 
object of intensive control in most of the citrus growing districts. Prof. H. J. 
Quayle states, however, that if it were as abundant in the citrus districts in 
the vicinity of Valencia as in some other parts of Spain undoubtedly it 
would severely curtail production. 

Dictyospermum scale is reported both on citrus and certain 
ornamentals in Algeria by Paul Marchal, the eminent French entomologist, 
and is the species to control which Woglum introduced hydrocyanic acid 
fumigation to Spain, which is the present means of control. 

In so far as can be ascertained the first record of this scale taken in 
California was made by C. F. Baker and E. O. Essig on finding it in 
1909 on orchid, Coelogene cristata, a popular commercial species native 
of southeastern Asia. Examination of the records of the quarantine 
office show that what was identified as this species was taken in 1913 
on orchids in Philadelphia. During the same year it was taken on 
orchids from Belgium and on mangos (fruit) from Tahiti. In. the 
same year it was taken from orchids of widely separated families in the 
Conservatory at Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. A. A. Brock, then 
County Horticultural Commissioner of Ventura County, reported it 
from Kentia in 1915; while E. 0. Essig, University of California, 
reported it from Marysville and San Diego the same year. 

Little interest seemed to attach to the species in California until 
the finding previously noted in 1924 at Santa Barbara. Examination 
of the records shows that it had been reported as injurious to palms 
under glass and had a fairly large host index; however, the idea that it 
could not exist outside in California does not seem to be justified. 

In June, 1930, a committee of avocado and citrus growers, together 
with the Director of Agriculture, made representation to the Governor, 
as a result of which $8,400 was set aside from the emergency fund to 
make a survey of the avocado plantings to determine the economic 
significance of this scale with particular reference to the California 
avocado industry. 

"Watson, University of Florida, reported Dictyospermum scale 
outside in that state from Pensacola to Key West, giving it an 
indeterminate status. That it was also established outside in the Gulf 
States is reported by evidence of the great freeze of January, 1920, 
upon its numerical abundance in New Orleans. 

In order to furnish a basis against which to check in the event 
future work is contemplated, the following world host index has been 
compiled. 

The index has been prepared and arranged by family 
'alphabetically, the species following in the same sequence in each 
division, as this species, it being sometimes confused with its congener C. 
pinnulifer. 



 



 



 

LATANIA SCALE (Aspiawtus latamae) 
In view of the preponderance of Latania scale over all others, a 

report dealing with Coccids infesting the avocado would be incomplete 
without giving some space to a discussion of this species. 

The Latania scale furnishes a classical example of an insect that has 
been overlooked. Entomological publications and books in this State are 
largely free from any but casual reference to it. The reason for this is not 
difficult to ascribe. It is found often in company with two other common 
scales, Aspidiotus camelliae and A. hederae, and the resemblance is so 
close that probably a goodly part of the material that has considered either 
of these species contained specimens of C. lataniae. 

While it may be construed as an eleventh hour statement it is 
nevertheless a fact that inspectors were adjured to pay special 
attention to this species, not because of any expectation of finding it 
common, but merely because of a belief that probably it would be 
found. 

Little seems to be known of the country of origin of Latania scale, 
though it has been known for a long time, being described by the 
French entomologist, Signoret, in 1869. The original description 
merely describes it as coming from the palm, Latania borbonica Jacq. 

The species seems to have been defined by well distinguished 



characters as it has stood for these 60 or more years. The main 
confusion has been with A. cydoniae, a species since declared a 
synonym. 

 
It is not definitely known where the home of this species is, though 

Signoret's original description leaves the reader to infer that the scale was 
taken from a plant in a French conservatory. While it is the host palm, a 
native of the Mascarine Islands, it was received in France in 1794 and 
described by the Botanist Nicolas Jos. Jacquin. The same account of its 
arrival states that it was carried by colonists to northeastern America, 
where is became popular as an ornamental. 

In this connection, it may be noted that this was perhaps the most 
popular of the so-called ornamental glass-house fan palms, remaining as 
such until superseded by Livistonia chinensis, a species more easily 
propagated. 

While it may be somewhat of a presumption, yet the record of 
Latania scale shows that both host and scale are recorded far from the type 
locality and in many countries. 

As previously stated, a popular ornamental is perhaps the greatest 
vehicle for the distribution of a scale insect of the type and habits of the 
Latania scale. 

As no general host index has ever been compiled for the species, for 
purposes of reference a list of its hosts and distribution has been prepared, 
also a bibliography of all available records pertaining to it and its 
economy. 



 



 



 



ECONOMY OF A. lataniae IN CALIFORNIA 

From the records of this survey it is evident that this scale 
outranks all others on avocado in numerical abundance. It 
constitutes 85.92 per cent of all recorded infestation on trees 
examined, being found on 10,521 out of 27,868 trees inspected for 
scale insects. It feeds on branch, leaf and fruit. No attempt has 
been made to work out its life history, though it has been noted 
that young hatch from the yellow eggs in a few hours, the 
embryonic young being readily discernible in the newly laid eggs. 
The crawlers apparently in many cases do not travel far from the 
mother scale as the young scale have been noted as affixed to 
the bark still well under the scale of the mother, a fact also 
attested to in the finding of scale in heavy infestations arranged 
seemingly on edge due to crowding out by the developing scale 
underneath. Eggs and young were noted in March. 
 

 
What the future course of Latania scale will be is impossible at 

present to state, but it is sufficiently numerous to warrant investigation 
of control means. 

The particular economy at present of Latania scale is in relation to 
its presence on fruit. Examination of infested fruit clearly shows (see 
illustration) that on the thinner skinned varieties the scale in feeding 
perforates the skin, seemingly causing an irritation in the flesh, as 
infested avocados develop nodules under the skin which adhere when it is 
removed, causing deep pockets in the flesh of the ripe fruit. Where there is a 
colony the separation of the skin from the ripe fruit is impossible. Thus far 
observations have been limited to the variety Fuerte, 

Specimens of ripe avocados were received by the Department of 
Agriculture for observation, from a dealer in Pasadena, in which were 
indurated perforations accompanied by large hollow pockets which 
were seemingly identical with those caused by the scale, except that the 
perforations were noticeable on the surface of the fruit where the skin 



had calloused around each. While no evidence of scale was present, 
the fruit had the appearance of having been infested and the scale 
seemingly removed by mechanical means. In order to check the 
mechanical cleaners employed in packing houses, observation was made at 
the house of the Calavo growers and it was readily demonstrated that 
the ordinary process of brushing the fruit does not remove scale. 
Furthermore, all scaly fruits are culled out, so that had the above-
mentioned fruit been infested with scale they must have been treated 
by a more forceful manner than the ordinary cleaning process employed at 
the association packing house, evidently at the place of production, as they 
had come through and been sold through the association. 

The degree of necessity in any program of this nature will, of 
. course, be governed by degree of infestation in the grove. At present, 
examination of the results shows that only a low per cent of infested 
trees are heavily infested, the ratio being light 73.80 per cent, medium 
20.8 per cent, heavy 5.39 per cent. However, the need exists of 
considering future action. Whether it will extend to the hard-
shelled varieties has not been determined. 

QUESTIONS   INVOLVED   IN   CONTROL 
What the ultimate control program will be it is at present 

impossible to state. Research in this connection falls within the province 
of agencies outside of the State Department of Agriculture, which is a 
regulatory body. However, it may not be amiss to point out certain 
factors to show what action will tend to diminish the possibility of 
future losses from this source. 

Neither the Dictyospermum nor Latania scale exists on wild growth 
in the vicinity. 

It will be seen from the tabulation that 10 different scale insects 
have been taken on avocados, some only as casuals, others in greater 
numbers, while there is no direct evidence pointing to any one as being a 
particular menace. However, as the interests of any insect are 
identical with the plant on which it feeds, anything that unduly favors 
the host will in general favor the insect. 

As larger areas of avocados are brought under cultivation it is 
rational to expect an increase in insects feeding upon this crop. The 
avocado industry is perhaps California's youngest fruit industry, and 
no insects have heretofore threatened its well being, a fact that has 
been well advertised. However, like all fruit industries, there comes 
a time when a program of pest control must be developed. Present 
indications point to the fact that in some quarters this time is not far 
distant for avocado growers. 

Due to circumstances peculiar to the species itself, any program 
will have to be based largely upon local consideration. The basis of 
such necessity in many cases is predicated on the self-incompatibility of 
the avocado from the standpoint of pollinization, which has been 
overcome by planting the protandrous trees contiguous to the 
protogynous. Thus there exists a planting plan dictated by varietal 
incompatibility which makes for a more complex problem of seasonal 
pest control than would otherwise occur. There is also raised 
the

 
question of the seasonal and developmental factors, particularly of the large 
fruited varieties that hang on the tree for about a year. Plantings in 
many cases are located on terraced hillsides where special spraying or 
fumigation programs will have to be worked out. How ever, nothing in 
the above should be construed to mean that any pest affecting avocados can 
not be brought under control, as the difficulties present are far from being 
insurmountable. 

A consultation with the best informed horticulturists will perhaps 
bring the problems of fertilization and pest control together on a more 
compatible basis. There are two courses that will do much to forestall 
future loss. 

Plant clean trees. Trees free from scale can be assured by treating 



them with hydrocyanic acid immediately prior to planting by the 
standard vacuum fumigation procedure, However, they should be 
allowed to cure until new growth is hardened in order to prevent injury. 
Likewise, there are numbers of groves, perhaps some slightly infested, 
from which the scale can be successfully eradicated by spraying or 
fumigating before they come into bearing, thus obviating the hazard of 
future loss. 

SUMMABY 
An examination of 27,868 trees involving practically all the bearing 

avocado properties of the State, shows that 43 per cent are infested with 
scale insects of which A. lataniae, a species heretofore practically 
unknown in the State, is dominant. The Dictyospermum scale occurs 
largely in a district extending from "Whittier to Beverly-Hilts with 
slight local infestation in Santa Ana and Fullerton. In ;the residential 
properties in the "Whittier area it reaches its greatest "numerical 
abundance. Infestations of lighter degree occur in Montebello and the 
metropolitan district of Los Angeles. All outside infestations, insofar 
as survey findings show, are confined to Los Angeles and Orange 
counties.  

An examination of world literature on the two major scales shows a 
host index upwards of 150 species of economic and ornamental plants. One 
of these is of considerable economic significance in portions of the 
Mediterranean basin, in certain parts of which it is the most destructive 
species affecting citrus. 

Since 1924, one species, C. dictyospermi, has been the object of a 
program looking to its eradication in nurseries. Of those formerly 
infested, 93 are now reported clean. Twenty-four remain on the 
infested list in that they have not been 'reported as cleaned, though in only 
11 have infested plants been found on the premises. 

Little is known as to distribution in the State of the Latania scale 
other than what is revealed by the survey. In 1928, it was recorded from 
seven hosts in Los Angeles, and has been taken at quarantine since 1913. It 
has a world host index of over 140 species and is of cosmopolitan 
distribution. A strange circumstance is that despite its wide distribution and 
extensive host index, economic record is confined to reports of its presence 
in glass houses. It has been reported on avocados in Florida, Guatemala 
and California, but not recorded as a pest. 

CONCLUSION 
From the information developed by this survey and from observations 

made by the writer and others in Florida, it is not believed that evidence at 
hand points to the species G. dictyospermi or any other scale as 
constituting the menace to avocados that growers in California have been 
led to believe. 

In California the species is found 011 a comparatively wide range of 
hosts, frequently on palms of the genus Kentia, but it has never been reported 
as causing specific losses. 

In its distribution outside of conservatories and lath houses the 
evidence indicates that it will be found over a considerable range of 
ornamentals, and in favored locations, may cause local injury. 

It is believed that such a program of eradication of this species 
would present insurmountable difficulties. The evidence supporting this 
viewpoint is*: 

That C. dictyospermi exists in an area over 200 square miles, and in 
practically every case is associated with other scales from which, to the 
casual observer, it is inseparable, making it practically impossible to find 
the last scale. Its presence largely in residential properties further 
complicates the situation, as there is no incentive to control it there. Due to 
the peculiar habits of growth of certain hosts, it is most difficult, if not 
impossible, to say with any degree of certainty that a plant is or is not 
infested. In this same connection, certain types of hosts do not lend 
themselves to treatment. Last, but not least, there are legal obstacles 
involving the question of penalizing one group of individuals without due 



compensation for the benefit of another group. A superior court judge has 
indicated that a presumption of infestation is not tenable from a legal 
standpoint. 

However, it is believed that a control program would not present 
insurmountable difficulties for either C. dictyospermi or A. lataniae. 

As a result of this survey the status of the different scales from the 
standpoint of numerical abundance has been tabulated, a part of the 
departmental program anticipating notification to every grower of the 
condition of his planting. 

County agricultural commissioners will be furnished with lists of all 
plantings in their respective counties. In the event of seeming necessity 
the legal machinery to effect a cleanup of any property that may 
constitute a nuisance is already on the statutes. Either species can be 
reduced by a fumigation or by a spraying program. 

Evidence exists that varietal tree schedules can be worked out that will 
be compatible to the tree and yet give the measure of control that will keep 
either species reduced below injurious abundance through the use of an oil 
spray or by fumigation with hydrocyanic acid. 

From first hand observation made in Florida during 1929, it is 
believed that C, dictyospermi is not the general pest of avocado in that state 
that California growers have been led to believe. "While it is true that 
operations are conducted against it in parts of the State, action is dictated 
by circumstances in the individual properties. In no district have I been 
able to find where a general seasonal program is in effect. 

In considering the question as a whole, the fact should be borne in mind 
that the avocado industry of California is just emerging from its infancy 
and may be expected to undergo the regular pains attendant to normal 
growth. It has already had to standardize on certain approved varieties due 
to marketing difficulties. It may yet have to standardize again from a 
standpoint of compatibility in pest control. 

It may be said that no evidence has been adduced to warrant the 
assumption that this industry is menaced by any particular species that can 
not be reduced below the point of injurious abundance by known control 
measures. 


