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The aim of this study is to establish appropriate harvest maturity and fruit mineral content norms
for Fuerte, Hass, Edranol, Pinkerton and Ryan grown in the Limpopo, Mpumalanga and KwaZulu
Natal production regions of South Africa. During the 2001/2002 season, fruit were sampled on a
regular basis from farms in the Barberton, Eshowe, Hazyview, Levubu, Melmoth, Nelspruit, Rich-
mond and Tzaneen districts. Measurements taken included fruit growth, moisture content and min-
eral composition. The intention is to use this information to formulate a quality assurance plan for
all cultivars similar to that developed for Pinkerton during the last number of seasons. Thus far,
provisional reference points for fruit moisture and nitrogen content have been formulated for Fuerte
and Hass in the Nelspruit, Kiepersol and Tzaneen growing areas. However, intensive storage trials
are required before refined recommendations can be made for high and low risk orchards during
both ‘on’ and ‘off’ years. The study is continuing.
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