
THE PERSEA GERMPLASM RESOURCES POTENTIAL, A-140

AND ITS REPRESENTATIVES IN THE ISRAELI 
GERMPLASM BANK

A. Ben-Ya’acov, Miriam Zilberstaine2, A. Barrientos3 M. Goren4 and E.Tomer4

1 ”Granot” Regional Research Center, D.N. Chefer 38100, Israel. E-mail:
mirzil@shaham.moag.gov.il

2 Dept.of Plant Protection, Ministry of Agriculture, Extension Service, Bet-Dagan 50250, Israel. 
E-mail: mirzil@shaham.moag.gov.il

3 Universitad Autonoma Chapingo, Mexico. E-mail:abarrien@mail.com
4 A.R.O., Volcani Center, Bet-Dagan, Israel.

During the last 3 decades avocado seeds and graftwood were collected from different countries
and introduced into Israel. The main conclusions are: 1. The diversity of the avocado resources is
still very high. 2. In many places and centers of origin, important genetic material was lost for
good. 3. Many other representatives of the avocado groups and avocado relatives are in an endan-
gered situation. 4. Based on this work and other sources, the exploration and collection should be
continued, in order to preserve important resistant traits. Material that was not aimed to be evalu-
ated as cultivars or clonal rootstocks, was planted in a genepool orchard. This orchard includes
about 200 trees, consisting of 148 different accessions. A list of these 148 different accessions
is included in the article, with a description of their origin and related information. The Israeli avo-
cado germplasm bank serves as a source for breeding new cultivars and rootstocks as well as the
conservation of the endangered genetic material.
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