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Avocado Varieties for Commercial Planting in California 1988

Prepared by: The Variety Subcommittee, California Avocado Society Reviewed by:
University of California, California Avocado Society

CLIMATIC ZONES

1A So. Calit. Coastal—South

1B So. Calif. Coastal—North

2A Cent. Calif Coastal—South
2B Cent. Calif. Coastal North

3A  So, Calif. Transitional—South
3B So. Calif. Transitional—Morth
4 So. Calif. Interior

5 San Joaquin Valley Interior
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NOTE: Zones shown are general and may be interspersed with areas of a
different climate than indicated.



AVOCADO VARIETIES FOR COMMERCIAL PLANTING IN CALIFORNIA &

FRUIT CHARACTERISTICS

PEEL RELATIVE |RANGE IN
COLOR PEEL SEED FRUIT FRUIT
(RIPE) |PEEL TEXTURE |THICKNESS|PEEL EASE SIZE SIZE(0Z) SHAPE

Recommended Varieties

HASS BLACK |ROUGH MED THICK|VERY GOOD| SM-MED 5-12 OVATE

Varieties in Commercial Production but NOT Recommended b

BACON DK GEN | SMOOTH MED THIN |FAIR-GOOD| MED-LG 6-12 OVATE
FUERTE GREEN |SMOOTH MEDIUM |GOOD-EXC.| MEDIUM 6-14 PEAR
REED GREEN |SEMI-ROUGH THICK GOOD MEDIUM 8-18 SPHERIODAL
ZUTANO YLW/GR | SMOOTH THIN FAIR LARGE 6-12 PEAR

Varieties for Testing €

GWEN GREEN |ROUGH MED THICK|VERY GOOD| SM-MED 7-12 THICK-OVATE
PINKERTON DK GRN | SEMI-ROUGH MED THICK |EXCELLENT| SMALL 8-18 LONG PEAR
WHITSELL DK GRN |ROUGH THICK GOOD SMALL 7=16 SHORT PEAR

a: General characteristics may vary according to climatic zones for all varieties.
b: Other minor varieties including Anaheim, Covacado, Jim, McArthur, Rincon, Santana,

Susan are also not recommended.
: These varieties are considered to show promise, but have had limited commercial testing.

Data presented is only tentative.



AVOCADO VARIETIES FOR COMMERCIAL PLANTING IN CALIFORNIA *

PRODUCTION CHARACTERISTICS
YRS TO 18t CoM- VEGETA-
MERCIAL HARVEST TIVE
ALTERNATE WIND FROST
TOP HEW YIELD TREE CANOPY BEARING |FLOWER |TOLER- TOLER-
PARENTAGE |WORKED |PLANTINGS |POTENTIAL | SHAPEd SIZE TENDENCY TYPE® | ANCE ANCE SEASON
Recommended Varieties
HASS lﬂ?stly Cuat]_ 3 ]_ 4 J HIgﬁ__J S IHed-Largel Mod-Sev A I Low ’ Low
Varieties in Commercial Production but NOT Recommended b
BACON Mostly Mex 3 4 Medium U Small Slight B Moderate| High
FUERTE Guat & Mex 3 4 Low S Large Irregular| B High ([Moderate
REED Guatamalan 3 4 High U Medium | Moderate| A Very Low Low
ZUTANO Mostly Mex 3 4 High u Medium | Slight B Moderate |Moderate
I_\"ariﬂ.ien for Testing ©
GWFEN Mostly Guat 2 3 Very High vf Small Moderate A Moderate Low
PINKERTON!HostIy Guat 3 4 High S Medium |Moderate A High Low
WHITSELL Mostly Guat 2 3 Very High 1 Small-Med| Severe B High Very Low

a: Genera) characteristics may vary according to climatic zones for all varieties.

b: Other pinor varieties including Anaheim, Covacado, Jim, McArthur, Rincon, Santana, Susan are also not recommended .
¢: These varieties are considered to show promise, but have had limited commercial testing. Data presented is

only tentative.

S=Spreading; U=Upright; I=Irregular. Topworked trees may exhibit more upright tree shape.

Yields may be enhanced by cross pollination with opposite flower type which blooms at the same time.

: Topworked trees tend to be more upright.



AVOCADO VARIETIES FOR COMMERCIAL PLANTING IN CALIFORNIA &

MARKETING CHARACTERISTICS

RESPONSE RELATIVE PRICE
STORAGE & SHIPPING |TO ETHYLENE (% RETURN
SHELF LIFE QUALITY CONDITIONING| TO GROWER)d
Recommended Varieties
HASS GOOD-EXCELLENT |EXCELLENT| EXCELLENT 50.30 (100%)

Varieties in Commercial Production but NOT Recommendedb

BACON POOR FAIR POOR $0.14 (47%)
FUERTE GOOD POOR-FAIR POOR $0.19 (63%)
REED FAIR FAIR POOR $0.14 (47%)
ZUTANO POOR POOR-FAIR POOR §0.14 (47%)
Varieties for Testing C

GWEN NE® NE NE NE
PINKERTON GOOD-VERY GOOD| GOOD EXCELLENTE NE
WHITSELL NE NE NE NE

General characteristics may vary according to climatic zones for

all varieties.

Other minor varieties including Anaheim, Covacado, Jim, McArthur,
Rincon, Santana, Susan are also not recommended.

These varieties are considered to show promise, but have had limited
commercial testing. Data presented is only tentative.
Source: California Avocado Commission. Assessment Report.
for Hass and Fuerte are actual return from 11/80-12/87. Figures for
Bacon, Reed and Zutano based on "Others” classification which in-
cludes all miscellaneous varieties from 11/80-12/87.

NE = Not Established.

Early season Pinkerton require ethylene conditioning for satisfactory
ripening.

Figures



AVERAGE BLOOM AND HARVEST SEASON

ZUTANO

ZONE Hov |Dec|Jan|Febh|Mar Aprkay{\]u:‘?ﬂ Aug(Sep Oct [Nov |Dec|Jan |Feb HarJApr Hayjitﬂiul Aug [Sep (;ct P@J—e;—[;_n_
— = = b
So. CA Coast-South
So. CA Coast-North :
Cent .CA Coasr-South +HHHHHH HENKAAMKNNK
Cent.CA Coast—North A HENKKK
S0.CA Trans.-South A HEAXKKAXXKXK
So.CA Trans.-North A HEXKKAKKXE o ) B
S0.CA Interior A KXKXXX )
San Joaquin Valley T H KEXKXKX -

A GUEN

ZONE No:‘r[lec Jan|Feb|{Mar|Apr|May|Jun|Jul|Aug|Sep OaWDec .Ian(Feh Mar [Apr|May |Jun|Jul [Aug Septﬂc;-w;[;-n_
LSD.CA Coast—-South - : . x'xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx T
Sa0.CA Coast-North - polssssdedstisosersttives ittt
Cent .CA Coast-South - o 'K‘)()(XXKXX)(XKKXX'KKX—XKXXXX’:XKX
Cent.CA Coast-North A o xxxxxxx;:-—
S0.CA Trans.-South HH AANKEAAXXAAXKANKEAAKKEX KX A KRRRK ]
— —
S0.CA Trans.-North - HEXKAAXHEE UMK AR EX AN EARX KRR KR

S0.CA Interior

San Joaquin Valley

*Tentative




AVERAGE BLOOM AND HARVEST SEASON

ZONE NovJDecl.lan Feb|Mar hpr}ﬁayl_}un Juquflrcct NuvIDec Jan|Feb Mar.Hale’un Jul]ﬁug Sep |Oct |Nov |Dec|Jan
[So. CA Coast-South
So. CA Coast—North
Cent .CA Coast=South A KEXKAXKKAR XXX R XA LKL KARKX

Cent .CA Coast-North

S0.CA Trans.-South

KEXKNXNANNANK XX AR

So0.CA Trans.-North

HENEMENANKENK KRN

S0.CA Interior

San Joaquin Valley

ZONE

JanJFEblHajJﬁprlHayI}u;]JullAug{?ep

Jun Sep Oct’ﬁo;]Dec‘Jan

JuT]Hng

DEcIJan]Feb[Mar[ﬁprJiay

Oct |Nov

S0.CA Coast=5South

So0.CA Coast—North

Cent.CA Coast-South HHHHH AAAAAAXAAARAAXXAAXKAXK
—y
Cent .CA Coast-North
So0.CA Trans.-South
- —
S0.CA Trans.-North R HEAAHKEXKXXKAXKHAX

rg. CA Interior

San Joaquin Valley

*Tentat {ve



ZONE

AVERAGE BLOOM AND HARVEST SEASON
FUERTE

Nov{h«cIJ:n,PebanrIApr,ﬁay]}hn Jul,AuSISep|0c:IﬂovIDecIJan ?eblffrJfPr|Hay|Jun[3ﬁ1[Aungep|Oc:lfnvl?ec Jan

So. CA Coast-South

So. CA Coast-North

Cent .CA Coast-South

Cent .CA Coast-North

S0.CA Trans.-South R o o AEXAAXXXAXAXXXXKKKAXXAXXXKXKK
So.CA Trans.-North B mm e s REXXAAXAXAAAAXXXAAXAXXAXXKRN
So0.CA Interfor A AAAAXAXAXAAAAXXXAXAAX

San Joaquin Valley

ZONE

REED
NOVTB;? Ja;T}é;IMerAprlnaleun]Jul Aug Segl?:t Nov DeclJanIFeblHarlApr May |Jun|Jul |Aug|Sep Octhov Dec|Jan

So.CA Coast-South

So.CA Coast-North

Cent .CA Coast-South

Cent .CA Coast-North

So.CA Trans.-South

AXAXAAXXRXAXXAXRXKXAAARAXKX

S0.CA Trans.-North

So.CA Interfor

San Joaquin Valley




AVERAGE BLOOM AND HARVEST SEASON

HASS

ZONE Nov |Dec Jan{%eb Mar |Apr |May JunJJul Aué]%ep[ﬂct Nov|Dec(Jan|Feb(Mar Apr]Hay Jun{Jul Aug SeplOcEIEEv]Dec Jan
S0. CA Coast-South HHHHHH AXAKKAAX XXX A AKX KA KA KA RXKKAKXKK
So. CA Coast-North +HHHHHHHH flsssssiisssssssistitesssrtsesssssd
Cent .CA Coast—South A EAXXXKAAXKKK KA KE KA AKX KERKK
Cent.CA Coast-North +HHHHHHEHH HARKHAEKXXKKKKKK
S0.CA Trans.-South A AAXAAAAXXK AKX XA XX XXX XXX XXX XAKKK
S0.CA Trans.—North - HKAAAXXAAAX X XA XXX XA AN K KKK AR AKX KK
S0.CA Interior
San Joaquin Valley

BACON

ZONE Nov Dec]JanT}éb Har[ﬁpr May |Jun{Jul [Aug|Sep|Oct NufJPec Jan|Feb|Mar |Apr |May|Jun|Jul {Aug|Sep UctIch Dec|Jan
So.CA Coast-South
S0.CA Coast-North HH KEXKHHAKKNK
Cent .CA Coast—-South A KEXXAXKAAAXKKKEX
Cent.CA Coast-North - AKXAAAKKXAXKKKK
EZTEA Trans.—South A 137519.8/81570'9.0/ 8167670 0 5/9.8:8.0.0.9.0.5.5 85,4
S50.CA Trans.-North A HKEXXAAKXXXAAXX XA A XXX XA XX KK NXKAKK
So.CA Interior
San Joaquin Valley
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HUAA XXX AXAAAXXKXAAARRXKK +HHHH n;ammhumz

HAXXAAAKK A XX AKX AR XX XX NXNARXRNK N S | NOLHENNTG

HHAXXKK KRN A XK NEXA XXX XA N AR AN XA A XA XXX XK XN AKX XXA KA R A R E gqNdMD
HARAXXXXXXXAXKXKKAXK XN XK X KKK K A ONVLNZ

AXKHKXXRXAAX KKK HXXXKXKK KK A aaa4

HAANAKK NN XN K AKX AKX AR KA AR XX RNARAKA A araand

AARXXXKXHXKXXXX XK XXX X KX XX XXX XK XKXN X A NOOVH
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